





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Thorax]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	Hosted content
	Podcasts
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	Hosted content
	Podcasts
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 77, Issue 4 
	Management of a complex thoracic infection, one compartment at a time


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Case based discussion


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Management of a complex thoracic infection, one compartment at a time
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Ahmed Elhoffy, 
	Alaa Amin, 
	Ahmed S Sadaka, 
	http://orcid.org/0000-0002-8768-6548Maged Hassan

	
Department of Chest Diseases, Alexandria University Faculty of Medicine, Alexandria, Egypt



	Correspondence to
 Dr Maged Hassan, Chest Diseases Department, Alexandria University Faculty of Medicine, Alexandria, Egypt; magedhmf{at}gmail.com





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/thoraxjnl-2021-218475

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	pleural disease
	respiratory infection
	imaging/CT MRI etc

A Elhoffy
I would like to present the case of a patient admitted to a tertiary hospital in Egypt with symptoms of lower respiratory tract infection. The interpretation of the patient’s baseline imaging and the decision regarding the best management were challenging. A man aged 28 years attended the emergency department with a 4-week history of symptoms of cough productive of small volumes of yellowish sputum, worsening chest pain and dyspnoea and few days’ history of vague left upper quadrant abdominal pain and constipation. He had a background of bronchial asthma and was a cigarette smoker, but he denied intravenous drug use. On examination, he was afebrile. Reduced breath sounds were noted on the left side and his abdomen was lax. Blood tests showed a C reactive protein (CRP) of 173 mg/L, a white cell count (WCC) of 11.5×109/L, platelet count of 662×109/L and serum albumin of 20 g/L. A chest radiograph showed multiple air fluid levels on left side with inconspicuous lung markings (figure 1A). He went on to have an urgent CT scan of the chest (figure 1B–E and online supplemental video). A test for human immune deficiency virus came back negative and a transthoracic echocardiogram was unremarkable.
Supplementary video

[thoraxjnl-2021-218475supp001.mp4]



Figure 1 (A) Admission chest radiograph showing two air-fluid levels on the left side, with contralateral mediastinal shift and right upper zone cavitary lesion. (B) CT of the chest, axial cut in lung window confirming a right upper lobe abscess and an air-filled cavity replacing the left upper lobe. (C) CT chest, axial cuts, showing compressed residual upper lobe with encysted hydro-aerial lesions anteriorly and posteriorly. (D) CT chest, axial cuts, showing the extent of the posterior hydro-aerial lesion. Note the outer margin of the fluid collection with air intervening between fluid and the chest wall (arrows). (E) CT chest, … 
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