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Figure 1  (A) Progressive swelling of the right hemithorax; (B) CT of the chest showing the oleothorax with pleural 
calcifications (marked by asterisk (*)) and the extrathoracic collection of fluid (marked by an arrow). The intracavitary 
fluid has different densities.

Figure 2  Intraoperative findings: (A) calcified chest 
cavity; (B) intrathoracic collected yellow oily fluid ; (C)  
resected extrathoracic capsule intrathoracic collected 
yellow oily fluid.

We report the case of an afebrile 85-year-old 
patient with progressive swelling of the right 
hemithorax (figure  1A). The patient was previ-
ously treated in the early 1950s for pulmo-
nary tuberculosis with plombage therapy using 
extrapleural injection of paraffin oil. A CT 
revealed an extrathoracic leak of oleothorax 
(figure  1B). Intraoperative findings showed a 
calcified chest cavity with extrathoracic expan-
sion of yellow oily fluid (figure 2A–C). Following 
exclusion of infection, treatment consisted of the 
temporary application of negative intrapleural 
pressure with subsequent intrathoracic transpo-
sition of the latissimus dorsi muscle. 
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