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of our editorship—has been a very

successful one for Thorax.' > We have
continued to receive high quality papers
for publication and our impact factor for
2003 now stands at 4.188.” This means
that Thorax is now the second highest
ranked of the traditional respiratory
journals in terms of impact factor,
behind the American Journal of Respira-
tfory and Critical Care Medicine, and has
now overtaken the American Journal of
Respiratory Cell and Molecular Biology.

The journal impact factor for 2003 is
calculated as the number of citations in
2003 to papers published in Thorax in
2001 and 2002. The changes in impact
factor for Thorax from 1996 to 2003 and
a comparison with the impact factors for
the other main respiratory journals are
shown in fig 1.>” The impact factor of a
journal depends on the number of high
quality papers that it publishes and this
is influenced by the rigour of the peer
review in the journal.® For some time
now, in addition to regular peer review
in Thorax, all potentially acceptable
papers have been subject to statistical
review and this has had a positive effect
on the quality of the papers we have
published. The impact factor is also
affected by the number of articles
published in a journal and this makes
up the denominator of the impact factor
equation. Some specialist journals have
reduced—often quite dramatically—
the number of papers they publish.
However, the number of articles
(excluding editorials and letters) pub-
lished in Thorax has remained relatively
constant, with 183 articles in 2001, 210
in 2002, and 198 in 2003. The improve-
ment in the impact factor therefore
reflects the increased number of cita-
tions in the medical literature to Thorax
papers.

The number of submissions to Thorax
has increased further compared with
last year; from October 2002 to
September 2003 the number of submis-
sions was 1260 and this has now risen
to 1597 between October 2003 and
September 2004. The number of original
research articles submitted to the jour-
nal has also increased from 860 last year

The past year—and the second year
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to 1028. Table 1 shows the number of
submissions to Thorax by article type.

We have also seen an increase in
submissions from outside the UK, with
an especially sharp rise in submissions
from Europe and continuing increases
from North America, Canada, Asia
Pacific, and Australasia. Table 2 shows
the geographical distribution of submis-
sions to Thorax.

The time to the first decision on a
paper has reduced to a median of
27.5 days. However, the increased num-
ber of submissions means the accep-
tance rate for original research papers
now stands at only 12%, and 6% for case
Ieports.

This year we have published some
important original papers and useful
management guidelines for common
conditions such as radiologically guided
lung biopsy in November 2003” * and the
NICE COPD guidelines in March
2004,” '* with a description of the peer
review process that was followed during
the development of the guidelines." A
number of review series on common
and important issues in respiratory
medicine have been published in the
journal. We have completed the popular
review series on lung cancer*'* and
started new review series on cough,"”*
sleep disordered breathing,”* and ;-
antitrypsin deficiency.””* Sadly, Moran
Campbell died this year and John
Gibson—in a truly splendid article in
the journal—described his remarkable
achievements as a clinician, researcher,
and teacher.” We also published a
report on the British Thoracic Society
Winter meeting held in London in
December 2003.*
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Figure 1 Impact factors for main respiratory
journals.
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We have continued a number of
features aimed at improving the educa-
tional value of Thorax. Every month we
produce an “Airwaves” section at the
front of the journal with short para-
graphs highlighting the key messages of
some of the papers in the issue. The
Lung Alerts, in which we publish short
reviews of respiratory papers in other
general and specialist journals, are very
popular.”” We have had an excellent
response to our call to younger Thorax
readers for help with this feature, and
we are very grateful to all the contribu-
tors who have made it such a success
this year. We would like to thank
Angshu Bhowmik and John Hurst for
organising the Lung Alerts each month
and keeping strictly to all the journal
publication deadlines. The Thorax web-
site (www.thoraxjnl.com) has proved
very popular and our 10 most frequently
read articles online in 2003 had a total
of 104 602 accesses as either full text,
PDF versions, or as abstracts.”®*’

In November 2003 we launched a new
monthly educational series called
“Images in Thorax”” in which we publish
a radiological image or a pathological
section with a short explanatory note
and a few educational points.* This has
proved very popular already and we
have had numerous interesting submis-
sions (table 1). The Images series is now
available free of charge in a collection
on the Thorax website (http://thorax.
bmjjournals.com/cgi/collection/images).
Our thanks to Mark Fitzgerald and
his team of Nestor Muller and Jim
Hogg in Vancouver for organising this
section each month.

We would like to thank all our
authors who have sent us such high
quality papers for review. The number of
letters to the editor submitted to the
journal has also increased this year and
we encourage submission of both letters
commenting on published articles and
also research letters describing original
results that may be of a pilot nature.
Please see the website for instructions
concerning submissions of letters to
Thorax. We would like to thank all the
many reviewers who have given up their
valuable time to assess papers for Thorax
and contributed to the success of the
journal.*” A list of all the reviewers for
Thorax during the past 12 months is
published after this editorial.

Our thanks go to all the Associate
Editors who have provided invaluable
help in selecting the best papers for
publication and to the International
Advisory Board for their support of the
journal. During the year we held a
meeting in November 2003 in London
with all the Editors and Associate
Editors and another meeting with the
Thorax Advisory Board at the ATS
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Table 1 Submissions to Thorax by article type
2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Original research
Full papers 505 573 592 860 1028
Short papers 34 36 44 N/A N/A
Rapid communications 6 9 ) N/A N/A
Case reports 165 186 146 211 285
Editorials/reviews 56 55 33 77 104
Review series 14 15 40 26 12
Supplement articles 46 5 16 N/A N/A
Lefters 96 95 70 82 99
Images in Thorax N/A N/A N/A 4 69
Total 922 974 947 1260 1597
Table 2 Geographical distribution of submissions
2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
UK 348 323 325 378 398
Europe excluding UK 310 386 329 437 527
USA and Canada 87 68 74 126 146
Japan 56 69 74 99 107
Australasia 40 57 45 67 86
Asia 39 26 41 85 125
South America 5 7 6 21 23
Africa 4 5 1 6 11
Middle East 13 24 21 21 26

Meeting in Orlando, USA in May 2004.
Ed Howard, our editorial assistant, has
performed a superb job in running the
journal and in June we were delighted
that he was promoted to a new post in
BMJ Publishing of Development Editor.
Ed now has charge of a number of
journals but still has an active role in
the administration of Thorax. Julia
Cresswell, who previously worked part
time for the journal, is now our full time
editorial assistant. We would like to
thank Ed and Julia for all their hard
work over the year to ensure that the
journal runs smoothly and efficiently.
We also thank Andrea Horgan, the
managing editor, for all her support
and advice and Liz Stockman, the
technical editor, for ensuring that the
monthly issues of Thorax are produced to
the highest standard. Finally, we would
like to thank Ed Neville, Sheila Edwards
and the BTS for their support of Thorax
over the year.

This has been a very busy year for the
journal and, with the increase in high
quality submissions, this has resulted in
a relatively high rejection rate. We
apologise to those authors who feel that
we have not returned the appropriate
decisions on their papers. However, with
the increase in submissions this year we
can assure you all a very successful
journal in the coming year. The goal of
our work as editors is to ensure that
cach month all Thorax readers can find
something of interest to read in the
journal.
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