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a large general review, followed by several smaller chapters
by different authors. These, however, are frequently
repetitive and tend to concentrate on personal experimental
data, some now rather dated. “Inflammation,” almost as a
catch phrase, is mentioned in various places, and if one has
the patience to hunt through the various contributions there
is a lot of information on its relevance. This is a highly
piecemeal approach, which leads to important omissions—
for example, no review of inflammatory cells seems to appear.
The book is subtitled “Normal and abnormal control,
assessment and therapy.” The latter gets remarkably short
shrift, with just one brief chapter at the end and only one page
on corticosteroids. This is a book I would certainly want in
my library, if only for the references, but it could have been
better conceived, perhaps with a greater number of shorter
chapters and a greater representation of authors currently
working in this area.

Pulmonary Emphysema and Proteolysis 1986. JC Taylor,
C Mittman. (Pp 550; $55 or £41.) New York: Academic
Press, 1987. ISBN 0-12-684570-0.

After the observation of an association between «, antitryp-
sin deficiency and emphysema in 1963 investigation of the
pathogenesis of the disease advanced with gathering momen-
tum. In 1971 a symposium on emphysema and proteolysis
was held in Duarte. The current book is a collection of papers
and reviews reflecting the current state of research some 15
years later. The book itself is comprehensive with contribu-
tions from most major research workers in this area. The
initial section covers the natural history of the disease in
patients with o, antitrypsin deficiency and the logistics of
replacement therapy. The second section is largely bio-
chemically based, with chapters on the characteristics of
natural and synthetic elastase inhibitors. Section 3 contains
recent work on the basic molecular defect of the a, antitrypsin
gene as well as properties of genetically engineered inhibitors.
This section finishes with an excellent review article on
current theories of the pathogenesis of emphysema, although
this would have been better placed at the start or the end of
the book. Section 4 contains several contributions under the
broad umbrella of proteases. This largely concentrates on
neutrophil elastase but includes some information on elastin
and its metabolism. Section 5 concerns naturally occurring
antiproteases, their origins, and their properties, and section
6 contributions that mainly address the role of superoxide
radicals as mediators of connective tissue damage. Again the
section has a major biochemical basis. The final section
describes several animal models of emphysema but it also
includes a good comprehensive review of the meeting by
Burrows. This places much of the meeting in context and
gives an outline of the way forward. Overall the book
includes much of interest and is a must for people studying
the cellular and biochemical pathogenesis of many lung
diseases besides emphysema. It suffers from the 18 month
delay from the meeting to publication, although little has
happened since. One major omission from the book is an
account of the clinical biochemical studies that support the
proteinase-antiproteinase theory of emphysema. At the end

we are left with the feeling ““It’s all very:interesting; but.is-it -

relevant?”’

Notices

International pulmonary physician refresher course
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The Webb-Waring Lung Institute, the National Jewish
Center for Immunology and Respiratory Medicine, and

University of Amsterdam are cosponsoring refresher cour:

in Denver and Amsterdam. The fifth annual course will

held in Denver, Colorado, on 16-20 May 1988 immediat{i\y
after the American Thoracic Society Meeting. The figSt
annual course will be in Amsterdam on 29 August=2
September 1988 immediately before the SEP meeting in
Europe. The courses are directed at academic pulmonary
physicians who speak English as an alternative language.
They are limited to 20 participants. Both courses are offeras
in English. Details from Dr Thomas L Petty, Webb-Warifiy
Lung Institute, University of Colorado, 4200 East %th
Avenue, Denver, Colorado 80262, USA, or Professor Henk
Jansen, University of Amsterdam, Academisch Medi

Centrum, Room F4-206, Meibergdreef 9, 1105, 3
Amsterdam, The Netherlands.
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VIIth International Pneumoconioses Conference
The VIIth International Pneumoconioses Conference will ko
held on 23-26 August 1988 in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvani®y
under the aegis of the National Institute for Occupation;

Safety and Health and the International Labour Office.
Further information from Robert E Glenn, conferen

chairman, National Institute for Occupational Safety ars
Health, 944 Chestnut Ridge Road, Morgantown, W
Virginia, USA 26505-2888.

Chest imaging course
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A course on chest imaging will be held by the San Di
School of Medicine’s Department of Radiology on 18-21
January 1988 at the Hotel del Coronado, Coronads;
California (programme director Dr David S Feigin).

course is intended for physicians who want to update thesr
knowledge of modern imaging of the lungs and medids-
tinum. Emphasis will be placed on the use of the maﬁ
imaging modalities available in the most efficient afl
effective manner. The registration fee is $400 for physiciams
and $275 for physicians in training and technologists.
Further information from Dawne Ryals, Ryals ami
Associates, PO Box 920113, Norcross, Georgia 30092-0113;
USA. =
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Thoracic imaging course
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A course on thoracic imaging will be held by the Americai
Society of Thoracic Radiology on 27-31 March 1988 at tig
Willard Inter-Continental, Washington, DC. The coursz
contains scientific sessions (devoted to the development

new knowledge and hypotheses) and a postgraduate courfe
designed to expand and refine the diagnostic abilities of pars
ticipants. The registration fee for the course is $425 for phy
sicians and- $275 for residents, fellows, and technologists.
Further information from Dawne Ryals, Ryals a

. Associates, PQ Box 920113, Norcross, Georgia 30092-0113;

USA.
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http://thorax.bmj.com/

