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Book notices
Occupational lung diseases. 2nd ed. WKC Morgan, A
Seaton. (Pp 686; £49.50.) WB Saunders. 1984. ISBN
0-7216-6556-X.

The second edition of this award winning book is the result
of a thorough revision and substantial enlargement. Its
appearance is timely since much has been learned during the
intervening nine years. The new edition contains four new
chapters, three of which are contributed by additional
authors. One is devoted to basic science and considers cellu-
lar and matrix mechanisms. Two consider industrial hygiene
aspects of occupational lung disease (the detection and
quantification of airborne hazards) and one means of pro-
tection against them (respirators); and the fourth comprises
a brief clinical guide to investigation. The original 18 chap-
ters have been extensively updated and the total number of
references, like the size of the book itself, has almost dou-
bled. The initial chapters review in general terms the histori-
cal, legal, pathological, immunological, physiological, and
epidemiological aspects of occupationally induced disorders
of the lung. Later chapters consider traditional specific dis-
eases. These include the pneumoconioses, extrinsic allergic
alveolitis, airway disorders (asthma, byssinosis, industrial
bronchitis), toxic reactions, infections, and cancer. The text
is comprehensive but not encyclopaedic and provides the
ideal starting point for discovering the basics of this
increasingly important group of respiratory disorders. The
editors (and senior authors) have maintained the unique
style of the first edition, writing most of the 22 chapters
themselves. As active clinicians and researchers in the field
they write with experience and considerable authority. The
nine other contributors come from both sides of the Atlantic
and provide balance and valuable additional expertise. The
book gives an excellent and easy entree to all aspects of
occupational lung disease and deserves to be in all major
libraries and on the shelves of any unit specialising in chest
or occupational disorders. DJH

Current Perspectives in the Immunology of Respiratory Dis-
eases. AB Kay, Edward J Goetzl. (Pp 167; £19.50.) Churchill
Livingstone. 1985. ISBN 0 443 02934 2.

The book contains 11 chapters reviewing the major lung
diseases in which immunological mechanisms are important.
The articles are followed by lists of suggested further reading
rather than being fully referenced, which makes the book
more suitable for the first time readers of pulmonary immu-
nology rather than those with some understanding. The
chapters vary greatly in the emphasis on immunology. The
chapter on immunology of lung cancer, for instance, con-
cisely reviews the work on tumour antigens and immu-
notherapy for lung cancer, confining itself to the immu-

nological features of lung cancer. Other chapters, such as the
chapter on the therapeutic modulation of allergic and
inflammatory events in bronchial asthma, gives an account
of the drugs used for asthma with very little consideration of
any immunological effects of these drugs. About half the
chapters are written by authors from North America and
about half by United Kingdom authors. There is substantial
disagreement in terminology between different chapters and
many terms are not defined. This makes the index of less use
than it might be as it refers only to the names given in the
text. I missed any account of the regulation of IgE prod-
uction and any serious account ofimmunotherapy or of fac-
tors which might modify the expression of the atopic state. I
particularly enjoyed the chapters on pulmonary eosinophilia
(always a difficult one to write) and the clear review of
immunology of lung cancer, perhaps because they are writ-
ten by North American authors whose work I do not regu-
larly read. There is much that is useful in this book, which
would have benefited from much tighter technical and medi-
cal editing.-PSB

Pulmonary Circulation in Chronic Lung Diseases. Ed
J Widimsky, J Herget, J Mlczoch. (Pp 192; SFr 138, US$58,
DM 165.) S Karger AG. 1985.

This monograph provides a record of the proceedings of an
international symposium on the pulmonary circulation held
in Prague in 1984. The contributions, clinical and experi-
mental, are grouped under four headings: oxygen and pul-
monary circulation, long term oxygen treatment, non-
invasive diagnosis of pulmonary hypertension, and
evolution of pulmonary hypertension. Hypoxic pulmonary
vasoconstriction is important in health and disease, but its
mechanism remains unknown. The section on oxygen and
pulmonary circulation summarises current views on the
mechanisms in conjunction with new concepts, such as the
possible contribution of leukotrienes. Experimental evidence
describing the changes in hypoxic pulmonary hypertension
induced by drug therapy is followed by papers discussing the
effect of high altitude hypoxia on the right ventricle,
aetiological factors in hypoxic cor pulmonale, and the value
of long term oxygen treatment in this disorder. Effective
therapeutic intervention in hypoxic cor pulmonale would be
enhanced by improved non-invasive diagnosis of pulmonary
hypertension. The sensitivity and specificity of new methods
based on echocardiography and isotope measurements are
discussed. The prognostic value of both the presence and the
degree of pulmonary hypertension in patients with chronic
respiratory diseases is well documented. The final section is
devoted to the evolution of pulmonary hypertension in long
term studies of patients with chronic obstructive pulmonary
disease and interstitial pulmonary fibrosis. This is a very use-
ful, albeit specialised text. Each paper is complete in itself
with carefully prepared figures and tables and an up to date
list of key references-the latter invaluable for anyone with
a research interest in this area.-RMC

336

 on A
pril 18, 2024 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://thorax.bm

j.com
/

T
horax: first published as 10.1136/thx.41.4.336-a on 1 A

pril 1986. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://thorax.bmj.com/

