
Results 13 cases were primary chest wall tumours. Underlying
diseases included chondrosarcoma, osteosarcoma, sarcomas, pri-
mary and metastatic lung tumours, radionecrosis and Aspergil-
loma. Mean number of ribs resected was 3.5. Reconstruction
was performed using Marlex mesh with methyl methacrylate in
all patients. The exact nature of the resectional defect cannot be
fully planned for reconstruction until after its creation. Muscle,
myocutaneous and chimeric flaps were used. Soft tissue recon-
struction was carried out using Latissimus Dorsi muscle or myo-
cutaneous flaps in 10 patients, Pectoralis Major in 2 patients,
Rectus Abdominis in 1 patient, Trapezius in 1 patients and Serra-
tus Anterior in 1 patient. 3 patients had post-operative complica-
tions requiring re-admission. There were no cases of 30-day
mortality on follow-up.
Conclusions Chest wall resection and reconstruction with Mar-
lex mesh had excellent results, and is useful for managing defects
following chest wall resectionwith low morbidity. The impor-
tance of close collaboration between reconstructive and cardio-
thoracic surgery team is demonstrated.
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Background Despite common usage of oxygen as a therapeutic
intervention, audit suggests poor prescribing and administration
practices exist. Contemporary studies and guidelines propose an
influencing culture whereby oxygen is given to alleviate breath-
lessness with disregard for potential harm; but there is no evi-
dence supporting this claim. Further suggestions indicate
confusion regarding the use of oxygen therapy, possibly as a con-
sequence of conflicting information; again, there is no evidence.
The problem may self-perpetuate as erroneous beliefs are passed
to patients, their carers and the general public.
Aim To explore healthcare professionals’ (HCPs) and patients’
perceptions of oxygen therapy and help direct future research,
education and practice.
Method Semi-structured interviews were undertaken with 28
patients and 33 HCPs, including doctors, nurses, paramedics and
pharmacists. Self-reported beliefs and behaviours were recorded
and transcribed verbatim and analysed iteratively using interpre-
tative phenomenological analysis (IPA). Independent audit served
to validate findings.
Results Two overarching themes were identified: oxygen as a
panacea and antecedents to beliefs (Figure 1). Sub-themes under
these constants differed between HCPs and patients but funda-
mentally both groups viewed oxygen as an innocuous therapy
with numerous benefits. HCPs use of oxygen stems from
entrenched culture, expectations (of patients, families and other
HCPs) and a need to ‘to do something’. Patients are influenced
by HCPs, past experiences (of self and others) and social media.
Knowledge, education and understanding predisposed both
groups’ perceptions, but without exception all HCPs believed
that they had not received enough education about oxygen ther-
apy and an approach of DIY education prevails.

Abstract P63 Figure 1 Major Themes

Conclusion These findings suggest that a set of fixed beliefs and
practices regarding oxygen therapy exist, influenced by several
factors. The overwhelming perception being that oxygen is a
universal remedy. Patients rely on HCPs for education and infor-
mation, yet HCPs’ fixed beliefs regarding oxygen therapy can
lead to ill-informed practice. As the gatekeepers to oxygen ther-
apy, and a major influence on patients’ education, HCPs would
seem the logical catalyst to change these fundamental beliefs and
practices. In order to achieve this, current educational curricula
needs to be addressed.
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Introduction Oxygen is one of the most commonly used drugs,
but one of the most poorly prescribed. National BTS audits
show many patients receive oxygen without prescription1. Local
historical data showed over 50% of patients were on oxygen
without prescription and not titrated appropriately. Currently
there are no targeted interventions to improve practice. We
aimed to improve oxygen prescribing and monitoring through
simple interventions.
Methods For 5 weeks all patients on oxygen were audited using
the BTS audit template. Prescriptions, written orders, target
ranges and saturations were recorded, together with the ward
and speciality. Nurses were also surveyed to gauge understanding
of oxygen management. Subsequently, the key findings were
emailed to clinical staff as a Clinical Governance issue and the
results were presented to junior doctors, together with targeted
teaching on oxygen prescribing. Oxygen “hangers” raising
awareness of oxygen management were trialled on 5 medical
wards, which were subsequently re-audited.
Results 43% of patients on oxygen had a prescription with tar-
get range. A further 13% had a written order in the notes. Medi-
cal wards out-performed surgical wards (52% vs. 24%). Oxygen
prescriptions were signed by nurses on just 5% of drug rounds.
45% of patients’ saturations were out of range, with 61% of
patients with saturations above the 88–92% target range. How-
ever, all surveyed nurses reported feeling confident titrating oxy-
gen. Furthermore, 72% and 20% of nurses thought shortness of
breath and anxiety were indications for oxygen respectively.
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