
Journal of the British Thoracic Society

Impact Factor: 7.069
Editor-in-Chief
J A Wedzicha (UK)
Editor
S L Johnston (UK)

Associate Editors
J S Brown (UK)
P M A Calverley (UK)
M Dusmet (UK)
J S Elborn (N Ireland)
A J Fisher (UK)
J M FitzGerald (Canada)
J A Fleetham (Canada)
N M Foley (UK)
I Hall (UK)
R Hubbard (UK)

J R Hurst (UK)
D A Lomas (UK)
D M Mannino (USA)
F D Martinez (USA)
C Robertson (Australia)
B Schonhofer (Germany)
G A Silvestri (USA)
G I Town (New Zealand)
M K B Whyte (UK)

Statistical Editors
R Newson (UK)
T M McKeever (UK)
L Tata (UK)
Images Editors
J M FitzGerald (Canada)
J R Mayo (Canada)
J C Hogg (Canada)
Letters Editor
J R Hurst (UK)
Lung Alert Editors
A Bhowmik (UK)
J Quint (UK)
President, British Thoracic Society
P Ormerod

Editorial Office
BMJ Publishing Group Ltd, BMA House,
Tavistock Square, London WC1H 9JR, UK
T: +44 (0)20 7383 6147
F: +44 (0)20 7383 6668
E: thorax@bmjgroup.com

ISSN: 0040-6376 (print)
ISSN: 1468-3296 (online)

Disclaimer: Thorax is owned and published by the
British Thoracic Society and BMJ Publishing Group
Ltd, a wholly owned subsidiary of the British Medical
Association. The owners grant editorial freedom to
the Editor of Thorax.
Thorax follows guidelines on editorial independence
produced by the World Association of Medical Editors
and the code on good publication practice of the
Committee on Publication Ethics.
Thorax is intended for medical professionals and is
provided without warranty, express or implied.
Statements in theJournalare the responsibility of their
authors and advertisers and not authors’ institutions,
the BMJ Publishing Group Ltd, the British Thoracic
Society or the BMA unless otherwise specified or
determined by law. Acceptance of advertising does
not imply endorsement.

To the fullest extent permitted by law, the BMJ
Publishing Group Ltd shall not be liable for any loss,
injury or damage resulting from the use of Thorax or
any information in it whether basedon contract, tort or
otherwise. Readers are advised to verify any
information they choose to rely on.

Copyright: E2009 BMJPublishingGroupLtdandthe
British Thoracic Society. All rights reserved; no part of
this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval
system or transmitted in any form or by any means,
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or
otherwise without the prior permission of Thorax.

Thorax is published by BMJ Publishing Group Ltd,
typeset by The Charlesworth Group and printed in the
UK on acid-free paper by Latimer Trend & Co Ltd,
Plymouth.

Thorax (USPS No: 002–143) is published monthly by
BMJ Publishing Group and distributed in the USA by
Pitney Bowes International Mailing Services Inc as
mailing agent. Periodicals postage paid at Kearny, NJ,
USA and additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER:
send address changes to Thorax, PB International
Mailing Services Inc, 500 US Hwy 46, Clifton, NJ
07011, USA.

Editorials
737 Give me a sign, any sign

P J Mazzone

738 The b2 receptor and airway hyper-
responsiveness: are sensory nerves involved?
C Page

739 Mechanisms of adverse effects of b-agonists
in asthma
S L Johnston, M R Edwards

742 Epithelial-mesenchymal transition: potential
role in obliterative bronchiolitis?
B C Willis, Z Borok

Lung cancer
744 Ion mobility spectrometry for the detection of

volatile organic compounds in exhaled breath of
patients with lung cancer: results of a pilot
study
M Westhoff, P Litterst, L Freitag, W Urfer,
S Bader, J-I Baumbach

749 Timeliness of care in patients with lung cancer:
a systematic review
J K Olsson, E M Schultz, M K Gould

757 Test performance of endobronchial ultrasound
and transbronchial needle aspiration biopsy for
mediastinal staging in patients with lung
cancer: systematic review and meta-analysis
K Adams, P L Shah, L Edmonds, E Lim

Asthma
763 Adverse effects of salmeterol in asthma: a

neuronal perspective
M Lommatzsch, Y Lindner, A Edner, K Bratke,
M Kuepper, J C Virchow

Lung transplantation
770 Epithelial to mesenchymal transition (EMT) and

airway remodelling after human lung
transplantation
L A Borthwick, S M Parker, K A Brougham,
G E Johnson, M R Gorowiec, C Ward, J L Lordan,
P A Corris, J A Kirby, A J Fisher

Airway pathology
778 Contribution of inflammation to the pathology

of idiopathic pulmonary arterial hypertension in
children
S Hall, P Brogan, S G Haworth, N Klein

Respiratory infection
784 Serum bilirubin levels on ICU admission are

associated with ARDS development and
mortality in sepsis
R Zhai, C C Sheu, L Su, M N Gong, P Tejera,
F Chen, Z Wang, M P Convery, B T Thompson,
D C Christiani

Cough
791 Nerve growth factor enhances cough and

airway obstruction via TrkA receptor- and
TRPV1-dependent mechanisms
A Z El-Hashim, S M Jaffal

Paediatric lung disease
798 Neutrophil TLR4 expression is reduced in the

airways of infants with severe bronchiolitis
C P Halfhide, S P Brearey, B F Flanagan,

J A Hunt, D Howarth, J Cummerson, S Edwards,

C A Hart, R L Smyth

Tuberculosis
806 Sonographic septation: a predictor of sequelae

of tuberculous pleurisy after treatment
Y-F Lai, M-C Su, H-H Weng, J-T Wu, C-T Chiu

Epidemiology
810 Maternal smoking during and after pregnancy

and lung function in early adulthood: a
prospective study
M R Hayatbakhsh, S Sadasivam, A A Mamun,

J M Najman, G M Williams, M J O’Callaghan

815 Maternal fat consumption during pregnancy
and risk of wheeze and eczema in Japanese
infants aged 16–24 months: the Osaka
Maternal and Child Health Study
Y Miyake, S Sasaki, K Tanaka, S Ohfuji,

Y Hirota

Case report
822 Complete metabolic remission of an

irresectable mediastinal solitary fibrous tumour
with concurrent chemoradiation
L E G W Vanfleteren, H M U Peulen,

D H K V Creytens, N M Smulders, I Utama,

D K M de Ruysscher, G P M ten Velde

MORE CONTENTS c

Cover credit: Coloured x ray of the chest of a patient with
pulmonary fibrosis or interstitial lung disease. PHT/Science
Photo Library

This article has been chosen by the Editor to be of special interest
or importance and is freely available online.

Articles carrying the Unlocked Logo are freely available online
under the BMJ Journals unlocked scheme.
See http://thorax.bmj.com/info/unlocked.dtl

This journal is a member of and subscribes to the principles of the
Committee on Publication Ethics

www.publicationethics.org.uk

Contents Volume 64 Issue 9 | THORAX September 2009



PostScript
824 Role of breathing exercises in hyperventilating

subjects
A B Palamarthy; M Thomas, I D Pavord

824 Caesarean section and asthma
P Merkus

825 Caesarean section and asthma: alternative
explanations?
J C van der Wouden, R M D Bernsen

825 Presence of MBL in airways: is it a disease
severity marker or an additional host defence
mechanism?
K C Jambo, S B Gordon

825 Thoracic ultrasound: an important skill for
respiratory physicians
J A Kastelik, M Alhajji, S Faruqi, R Teoh,

A G Arnold; N R Qureshi, N M Rahman,

F V Gleeson

Miscellanea
756 Pulmonary puzzle: A 63-year-old male with

marked eosinophilia and dyspnoea on exertion
S-H Kim, Y Nawa, H Y Kim, W Kwon, S J Yong,
S H Jung

762 Lung alert: Asthma: a disease of the innate and
adaptive immune systems?
O Mukhtar

769 Lung alert: Steroids do not improve RSV-related
wheeze in children
R P H Tofts

805 Lung alert: Influenza infection: the origin and
role of IL10
L Cunningham

828 Lung alert: Influenza A resistance to oseltamivir
I Ismail

Images in Thorax
827 Small cell lung cancer mimicking a pulmonary

venous angiosarcoma
J B Morjaria, C K Choong, K Amsha, S Stewart,
F C Wells, R C Rintoul

Contents Volume 64 Issue 9 | THORAX September 2009


