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almost all the indices the mean data for the
shortest and the tallest height groups were found
to deviate slightly (but not significantly) from the
linear regression lines. These deviations were not
apparent when the logarithmic version of the
data was used. The latter are displayed in Figs.
2(a)-2(b). The regression equations are listed in
Table III both in the form in which they were
derived for boys and girls separately and using
the average exponent on height of 2-68 which
gives effectively the same result; the latter in
conjunction with a table of values for height®®
(Appendix 1) simplifies the calculation of reference
values.

DISCUSSION

The present data relate to healthy children of
European descent living in or near to Cardiff
which is a commercial and industrial city of popu-
lation approximately 280,000; the rainfall is on
average 100 cm per year and the atmosphere is
relatively free of harmful pollution (Ministry of
Technology, Warren Spring Laboratory, 1965-67).
The heights of the children relative to their ages
approximated very closely the mean values
observed for healthy British children (Tanner,
Whitehouse, and Takaishi, 1966) and in other
respects the children did not appear to differ from
single children of the same age.

The between day reproducibility of the
individual measurements was assessed for the 13
children who accompanied their twin sibling on
a second visit to the laboratory. The reproduci-
bility expressed as a coefficient of variation (i.e.,
standard deviation of a single observation divided
by the mean value) was 49 for the forced
expiratory volume and vital capacity and 2%
for the peak expiratory flow rate. For these
indices the mean values were significantly higher
on the second occasion than on the first; how-
ever, the differences were very small (<5%).
The remaining indices showed rather greater day-
to-day variability (range 8% to 16%) but, with
the exception of the Kco which was decreased
on average by 109%, the mean values were very
similar on the two occasions. The lower values
for the Kco were associated with a slightly higher
value for the alveolar volumes, so the transfer
factor, for which the mean values were 17-4 and
164 ml min! torr-!, was not reduced signifi-
cantly. This difference is similar to that observed
in adults. Thus the data for reproducibility
suggest that the results used for the analysis are
stable and representative of the subjects.

The regression relationships for indices of lung

function on stature agree closely with those from
a number of sources outside the United Kingdom
which are summarized by Polgar and Promadhat
(1971), including the forced expiratory volume
(FEV,.), peak expiratory flow rate, total lung
capacity, vital capacity, functional residual
capacity, and residual volume. The vital capacities
are also very similar to those reported from the
UK, e.g., by Strang (1959) and by Godfrey and
his colleagues (1970). However, the values found
by the latter authors for the residual volume and
for the indices which are dependent on residual
volume are all larger than those reported in the
present paper and are also larger than the average
values reported by Polgar and Promadhat (1971).
The higher values may possibly be due to the
thoracic gas volume at functional residual
capacity and the expiratory reserve volumes being
measured separately by Godfrey and others
(1970). No comparable data appear to be avail-
able elsewhere for the inspiratory capacity and
the expiratory reserve volume and there are few
data reported for the FEV .

The data for the transfer factor by the single
breath method are similar to those reported by
Bucci, Cook, and Barrie (1961), who used the
same method and posture, and slightly higher
than those found for the single breath method
by Baran and Englert (1968) and for the rebreath-
ing method by DeMuth and Howatt (1965). The
volume of blood in the lung capillaries in relation
to height is also similar to that observed by
Bucci and his colleagues but the calculated values
for the diffusing capacity of the alveolar mem-
brane in the present series are on average lower.
The discrepancy, which is of the order of 30%,
is almost exactly accounted for by the different
values assumed in the two studies for the partition
coefficient (\) which is one of the components
of the reaction rate of carbon monoxide with
oxyhaemoglobin (respectively infinity and 2-5).

The present results support the use of an
exponential and not a linear relationship on
stature for expressing lung function data in
children, but the evidence is inconclusive. The
exponential method has the advantage of avoid-
ing the need for an additional term to accom-
modate the changes in adolescence suggested by
Dickman, Schmidt, and Gardner (1971). However,
neither approach is adequate for describing the
transition between adolescence and early adult
life, for which there is need for serial data.

The present results show more clearly than
most the differences in lung function between
boys and girls. In the case of the lung volumes,
the findings are similar to those of Geubelle and
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Breny (1969), who also observed a sex difference
for the vital capacity but not for the residual
volume. In the present study, the difference
extends to the forced expiratory volume but not
to the peak expiratory flow rate, and to the
transfer factor with its subdivisions but not to
the Kco. These findings may reflect the greater
dependence on lung volume of the FEV than
of the peak expiratory flow rate but additional
factors are involved since, for example, the ratio
FEV/VC and the ratio FEV,.;/FEV,, are both
significantly higher in the girls than in the boys.
The difference is consistent with the observation
of Godfrey and his colleagues (1970) that the
girls have the higher specific conductance. The
information which is available is insufficient to
identify the cause. The similarity for Kco between
the boys and girls shows that the difference in
transfer factor and its subdivisions reflects the
difference in size of the lungs in the two sexes
(assuming that the proportion of the alveolar
wall occupied by alveolar capillaries is the same
for both). In addition, the ratio Dm/Vc is the
same in boys and girls and not materially different
from the value found in adults. This finding is
evidence that the relationship of the diameters
of the alveolar capillaries to the thickness of
their walls is unaffected by growth. By contrast,
the Kco decreases during childhood which
suggests that growth takes place in the interstices
between the capillaries to a greater extent than
in the gas-exchanging portion of the membrane.

The sex difference in lung function, with the
possible partial exception of the expiratory reserve
volume (see Fig. 2b), is apparent at the age of
8 years and, on a proportional basis, is relatively
unaffected by growth. This sex difference is
greatest for vital capacity, which is also deter-
mined in part by the extent to which the subject
engages in active physical pursuits (Andrew,
Becklake, Guleria, and Bates, 1972; Cotes et al.,
1973a; Weibel, 1972). In this respect the present
children, who were mainly city dwellers, were
not particularly athletic. But it was conspicuous
from their responses to the questions that the
boys appeared to be more active than the girls.
In addition, their cardiac frequency during exer-
cise at the oxygen uptake of 0-5 1 min™!, after
standardizing for body muscle (Cotes et al., 1973b),
was significantly lower in the boys than in the
girls (paper in preparation). This finding may
possibly be due to psychological factors; alterna-
tively, it lends support to the view that the boys
were the more active and hence that their greater
pulmonary capacity was to some extent culturally
determined. Whether or not this is the full
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explanation for the differences in lung function
between boys and girls is an open question.

Meanwhile, the present data provide reference
values, in healthy urban children in the UK,
for those indices of lung function which are
commonly measured in a routine lung function
laboratory.

We are indebted to Mr. G. Berry for statistical
advice, to the Misses J. Dunscombe and C. Exall,
who contacted and visited the children, to Dr. R. S.
Stott and Mrs. M. M. Knott for help with seeing
the children at the Unit, and to the parents and
headteachers who by their support made the study
possible.
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